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The Trujillo Dictatorship

The Trujillo dictatorship controlled the Dominican Republic from 1930
1961. Rafael Leonidas Trujillo Molina personally served as Pregident®30
1938 and then again from 194952. When noofficially holdingoffice he
maintained absolute power over the government as a military leader with the
title Generalissimo. For almost half of his thiyigar dictatorship puppet
presidents performd the ceremonial duties of the presidency while Trujillo
ruled the countrywith an iron fist. The Trujillera ended in 1961, when he was
assassinated.

After the U.S. withdrew military support from the country in the 1920s,
Trujillo began his ascent to per as the U.S. appointed leader of the National
Guard. He received support from the United States because of his strong anti
communist beliefs. The National Guard had been trained by the US for the prior

President Rafael Leonidas _ _ b _
Trujillo Molina twenty years and when the election of 1930 instdllErujillo as president the US

was happy to support him despite full evidence of gross election fraud. He
RARY QU OKIftSyaS (KSANI AyiSNBada Ay GKS adzal N AyRdza
communist government in neighborir@uba.

Once in power he used the National Guard to terrorize citizens and any opposition forces. He
established the SIM (Military Intelligence Service), a secret police force whose function ranged from routine
surveillance work to the imprisonment anairture of political dissenters. He was notorious for his cruelty, often
torturing and killing the friends and family of suspected opposition fighters. He modeled his reign of terror after
Francisco Franco, the fascist leader of Spain.

Trujillo ruledthe Dominican Republic by using the military as a tool that operated within Dominican life.
The constant military presence on the streets of the major cities combined with their involvement in public
works projects allowedoldiersto participate in the egry day life of most Dominicans. The militargsence
also served as an intimidation tactgyaranteeing the obedience of the common citizé¥sychological terror
was implemented by the state as a mechanism of conttoNXz2dodlstoRpfosperity rd progress were only
feasible with tight control over all sectors of the country. By creating monopolies in all the major industries and
closely monitoring and controlling the econonyujillo successfully brought the Dominican Republic out of
poverty during a time when many Latin American countries were suffering economically. However, the
prosperity and progress came at a steep price. Dominicans were deprived of many personal freedoms and lived
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in fear under the Trujillo regime. In tiMdilitarization of the Dominican Republi¥alentina Peguero describes
the climate of fear that dominated the island:

People were to stop thinking and just obey in order to survive. Dato Pagan Perdomo, a

university professor and radical opponent of the regime, describédS LJS2 L)X SQ&a TSI NBR ®
LaeOK2t 23A0Ftf GSNNBNE KS SELIX I AYSRE LISYySIiNIGSR
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with fever and a nervous breakdown. Pyig@a g2 NR&a AffdzadNI GS GKS adal as
and reflect the fear of Dominican society during the dictatorship. The process was gradual, but

its effect was profound. (Peguero, 57)

L
$

Along with the psychological intimidation conducted by his regifmejillo sought domination on a
personal basis. All of the women of the island were at his disposal whether married calvitdencame to be
feared as a man and not juas a military dictatar Trujillo stands out among ?@entury dictators for thecult
LISNE2Y | f A& KS ONBIGSR RdAd2NAYy3I KAa NBIAYSO b2G 2yf e
office in 1930, but also renamed the capital Ciudad Trujillo. He erected hundreds statues of himself and
renamed roads, buildings, and bges Truijillo. In the later years of his dictatorship churches were required to
L2ad aArdya OGKFG aFAR a¢NMz2Atf2 2y SINIKI D2R Ay 1 SI

However, Dominicans did not universally hate Trujillo. Generally speaking, thity gfidife improved
for the average Dominican under Trujillo. Poverty persisted, but the economy strengthened, the foreign debt
disappeared, the currency remained statded the middle class expanded. Public works projects enhanced the
road system ané@mproved port facilities; airports
and public buildings were constructed, the public
education system grew, and illiteracy declined.
These advances might well have been achieved in
even greater measure under a responsive
democratic government, but to Donmigans, who
had no experience with such a government, the
results under Trujillo were impressive. He united a
nation whose government had long been ineffective
due to corruption and vicious infighting through the
establishment of unquestionable authorityde also
subverted the class system by marginalizing the

The Presidential Palace built in 1942 O2dzy iNEQa 6KAUGS StAGSO (IS
country and in the process of coming to power he had

been excluded from high society. He revoked all state control from the ruling eliteye tiat won him
popularity with the rural poor. Although he never tested his personal popularity in a free election, some
observers feel that Trujillo could have won a majority of the popular vote up until the final years of his
dictatorship.

Despite s popularity, his capacity for violence was well known. Truijillo terrorized Dominicans with the
SIM secret police and was constantly seeking out dissenters. He kept the opposition underground by routinely
torturing and killing suspected rebels. He atsaintained concentration camps on remote islands off of
Hispaniola where dissenters were sent to die of starvation. Within the SIM he had facilities for torture and
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secret incarceration and even had a shark pit built to intimidate prisoners and to dispa®dies. He

established a vast network of domestic spies and maintained a close eye on the country. His popularity and his
intimidation practices made it common practice fandinary citizengo supply information on opposition forces

and organizink A 44 Sy i SNA ® ¢K24S FTAIKGAYT F2NI I FNBS 52YAYA
with, but no citizen could be trusted.

In 1937 he was responsible for the Parsley | = =
Massacre. The Parsley Massacre was based on a | o
shibboleth, a linguistiomark of a particular culture or

group. Trujillo was eager to begin a war with Haiti in
order to control the whole island of Hispaniola. In order “,'
to provoke a response from Haitie terrorizedthe

Haitian population squatting on the Dominican border. ~
distinguish Dominicans from Haitians, victims were
NBIljdzA NBR (2 LINRy2dzyOS G(KS
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killed. The estimates lie between 20 andtB6usand : - ' -

Haitians killed during the 3Bour massacre.

When he was assassinated in 1961, Trujillo was one of the wealthiest men in the world. He had
successfully managed the national industries and apportioned for himself a substantial percentagerofithe p
His dictatorship that lasted from 1931 to 1961 has been remembered as one of the darkest periods in Dominican
history.

Consider the situation in t Weuldydutrade e persdnalfrgedomdforgosir d| ct at
countries developmental progress and economic stability?

Research and explain how U.S. imperialist policy set the stage for the ascent of a fascist dictator in the Dominican
Republic.

Why was Trujillo so popular with the rural poor?

The PostTrujillo Era

The assassation of Trujillo left the Dominican Republic in an uproar and-gresident Dr. Joaquin
Balaguer assumed the presidency. Over a year later the Dominican Republic held the first ever fair election and
Juan Bosch of the Dominican Revolutionary Party (b&®)me president of the Dominican Republic.
Unfortunately, the strong reforms Bosch implemented as the first elected-pagillo era president were seen
as too socialist. United States was very nervous about the spread of communism through LatoaArfberi
the revolution in Cuba and intervened 3 years later. Without the backing of the military or U.S. support Bosch
was unable to implement many reforms. President Juan Bosch was removed from office in 1966 in a military
coup and was replaced by Bgleer who ruled for the next 12 years. Balaguer was criticized for repressing civil
liberties; however, he received commendations for his ambitious infrastructure program. Two terms of PRD
presidents succeeded him and provided the Dominican people wilt man rights. Balaguer returned to
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the presidency in 1986 and served until 1996 when Leonel Fernandez won
a second ruroff election for the PLD, the Dominican Liberation Party, the
political party founded by Bosch in 1973.

How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents begins in 1993. Papi, an
old opposition fighter, is not satisfied with throgress made in
Dominican politics since his immigration to the United States. He says
GeNHz2Aff25 . 280K . It 3dzSN®» BKSe &
no hopefor the island. | am givedzLJ®fer Trujillo, the Dominican
Republic was unable to create the government the opposition forces had
imagined and more and more Dominicans found themselves raising their
children in the United States as Dominidamericans, unable to return to
a stable and prosperous homeland.

Why is Papi unsatisfied with all the leaders of the Dominican Republic of the last half of the 20" century?

How has US involvement in the DR limited the possibilities for reform and the formation of a legitimate
democracy?

Mirabal Sisters

The Mirabal Sisters are Dominican national heroes and were rece
FAOQGAZ2Y I £ AT SR AnftheWidsé df the ButferfliésTN#® fo@ &
women were deeply involved in the opposition movemefatria Mercedes |
Mirabal, Maria Argentina Minerva Mirabal, Maria Teresa Mirabal, and

Reptiblica Dominicana ] ¢
Col’f?qoai

.St 3AO0I | RSt IReyésTogneGthe oppbsiibnaroup the £
Movement of the Fourteenth of June. As opposition leaders they becam¢ "'mm ISARIOS e vimee, ?
widely known by their codenanieas Mariposas or The Butterflies. The MUERTE HERMANAS MIRABAL

sisters were born into an upper class family and spent their childhood among
the elite of the Dominican Republic. They were well educated and prior to their involvement-tlicatorship
activities Minervaattended law schoal However, after refusing the advances of Trujillo himself she was unable
G2 NBOSAGS KSNJILINIOUAGA2YSNRA tAO0OSyasS IyR 6SOFYS Ay
followed her example and were soon actively participatimgpposition activities.

5dzNAYy 3 GKSANI OF NESNBR GKS aAaiSNBR 6SNBE NBLISI G§SRf ¢
25", 1960 that Trujillo had them eliminated. Minerva, Patria, and Maria Teresa were overtaken by the SIM after
a visit to theprison where their husbands were being held for political crimes. The three sisters were murdered
in a cane field and their car was pushed off the edge of a cliff. Trujillo thought he had addressed a persistent
annoyance by murdering three opposition ¢kas, but the Butterfly Sisters had found their way into the hearts
of the Dominican people. There was a strong public outcry and six months later the dictatorship came to an
end. It is suspected that the upper classes of the Dominican Republic arrdwegassassination of Trujillo,
although there are many competing theories. The surviving sister, Déde, still lives in the house the sisters grew
dzLJ AY YR 1SSLJA GKSANI YSY2NER It A@GS (GKNRdJdZAK (KS a&adz
heroes andmportant figures in Dominican political and cultural history.

Consider the sacrifices made by the Mirabal Sisters in their opposition of the Truijillo dictatorship.
Would you be willing to dedicate your life to a cause? If so, what cause?
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The Cuban Msile Crisis
In October of 1962, the Cuban Missile Crisis paralyzed the United States. The Cold War, the conflict
between American and Russian nuclear hegemony that lasted from 11985 reached a climactic moment
when the US discovered Russjalaced mclear weapons on the island of
Cuba, 70 miles off of the coast of Florida. From October 14, when the
missiles were first observed during a reconnaissance mission over Cub
and October 28, when President JFK, with the mediation of the United
Nations, eached an agreement with the Soviets to dismantle the missile
the United States felt itself on the edge of a nuclear conflict. Along with
implanting fear of nuclear attack in the American conscience, the incide
provoked antiHispanic sentiment in thelnited States. The prejudice
f SGASR 3AFAyald 1 A&LIYAO AYYAINI Y
SEGSYRAY3IE &a0Kz22ft aeéaisSyawdsdiected 2
more specifically towards Caribbean immigrants.

How can the fear created by an event like the Cuban Missile Crisis be misguided and create racial tensions
within a community?

Dominican Immigration to the United States

52YAYAOlLY AYYAINIGA2y G2 GKS !'yAGSR {dFrdSa oS3l
numbers until thel960s. In order for Trujillo to maintain a stable workforce and allow for the progress of the
Dominican economy he severely limited immigration during his time in power. The emigrants from this period
were typically escaping the country for security seas after becoming involved in the opposition movement.
However, no mass migrations occurred during this time. Trejilttouragedopulation growth and the
populationnearly doubled fronits pre-Truijillo size. The fall of Trujillo and the subsequartr®mic collapse
caused a huge wave of Dominican emigration. The economy could no longer provide jobs for all Dominican
citizens and people began to look for work elsewhere in order to support large families. Large numbers of the
rural poor migrated fronthe country to urbarareas. Many simply relocated karge citieswithin the
Dominican Republic while others left the country, leaving for Cuba or the United States. Dominican immigrants
settling in the United States created huge Dominican enclavesrious U.S. cities. The majority of Dominicans
that fled to the United States congregated in communities on the East Coast. New York City received, by far, the
largest number of immigrants while New York State, New Jersey, Florida, Rhode Island, auhdasdts also
began to develop Dominican communities.

Explore why Dominican Americans, even those born and raised in the United States, identify so strongly with their
native country?

How does living in a homogenous Dominican community, for example in New York, preserve your native cultural
identity?

Feminism as a Cultural Conflict
One of the main sources of tensionHow the Garcia Girls Lost their AccentsA & S OK &aA aid SNDa
personal identity among contrasting cultures and a changingdvorhe girls come of age in the seventies, a
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wave feminism occurred around the tuaf the centuryand focused on issues of suffrage | S ]
and political equality. Second wave feminism revolved around the idea that, despite v(z
power, the society is entirely patriarchal by nature and is founded on a deeply ingraine
sexist power structureThe second wave saw the rejection of the role of the housewife; ]
dependence on a husband and the isolation of the home denied a woman her own ide|l
Under those conditions, women were forced to recognize themselves as less than a !, .
for they lacked @areer to provide for economic independence and the time and freedo “hﬁ

to pursue their own interests for they were responsible for child rearing. Second wave™
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creation of a feminine identity outside of the home.

[a=N
(p))
puld

Sexual liberation also became a major issue in the feminist movement. The
double standard of th&  OK 3 Sy R S bipréssidn bffsexualityccant® under
question. The traditional necessiby a woman preserving her virginity for marriage
also lost strength. Female sexuality continued to be a very tabbest, but was
being addresseith order to fight for equal cultural rights between men and women.

The Garcia girls were raised in a vieaglitional Dominican family. The
Dominican Republic, like many Latin American countries, maintains strong Catholic
beliefs that are integrated into the cultural structure of the island. The patriarchal
society is based on respect for the male head effdmmily in exchange for lifelong
addzLILI2 NI 62N dzy GAf YIFENNRFIS 6KSY | g2YIy
responsibility) for the females. Mami has filled the role of a good Catholic wife for
her entire life while her daughters come of age in an Amehedis refusing to accept the patriarchal family
structure advocated in the Dominican Republic. The blooming feminist movement in the United States has yet
to make a leap to the island where the older more traditional views still hold sway. The macho Sfiifide
encounters and embraces is still desirable on the island, while her liberated sisters see the danger in such a
relationship. The girls are forced to make decisions about gender roles and cultural identity as well as their own
personal identities.

Explain the choices the four girls make throughout the play in regards to their feminine identity and adoption of
cultural gender roles?

Julia Alvarez

Julia Alvarez, the author of the original notel the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents, is a Dominican
American woman, a successful writer and a writeresidence at Middlebury College. The experience of the
Garcia girls, moving to the United States at a young age and encountering the conflict of cultural identity and
assimilation, mirrors her own expences. She tells her own story:

I was born in New York City during my parents' first and failed stay in the United States. When |
was three months old, my parents, both native Dominicans, decided to return to their
homeland, preferring the dictatorshipf @rujillo to the U.S.A. of the early 50s. Once again, my
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father got involved in the underground and soon my family was in deep pp

ATIONAL BESTTSELLER

trouble. We left hurriedly in 1960, three months before the founders of t J ulia Alvarez
underground, the Mirabal sisters, were brutally rdared by the e dﬁ’
dictatorship.

It is interesting to note that Dominican immigrants preferred the brutality
of the Truijillo dictatorship over the alienation and marginalization that they
encountered in the United States. After moving to the United Statdis, Ju
continued to spend her summers with her extended family in the Dominican
Republic. The extended trips were intended to cement her identitylasvanicana
and to grow up as a proper young lady. The constant transition from one countr
another, however, informed her cultural identity and reinforced thediltural
nature of her upbringing. Julia Alvarez conclusivelyidelitifies as a Dominican
American.

How the

Wwdz Al 1 £ @FNBT Aa F YSY0oSNI 2F I ISy SNIdURwitng KI G |
industry. She writes,
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seventies. AfreAmerican writers were just beginning to gain admission into the canon. Latino
literature or writers were uUK S+ NR 2 F @ ¢

Despite being a prolific writdor her entie life, her first novel wapublished after her 4D birthday.
For the majority of her career she worked as a teacher and later as a professor at Middlebury College. In 1991,
however, she publisheler first novelHow the Garcia Girls Lost their Accent$e overwhelming success of
the novel allowed her to pursue writing as a career.

Today she lives on a farm in the rural area of Vermont with her partner, Bill Eichner. She is-mwriter
residenceat Middlebury and has now published 9 novels and several collections of poetry.

Karen Zacarias =

Karen Zacéarias is a renowned Washington, D.C. playwright and author g
theatre adaptation oHow the Garcia Girls Lost Their Acceriie is also the \ ‘ T
F2dzy RSNJ 2F (G KS | 2 dzy 3 -profit drganizhiibriddicet to¢ (e p\\ S1Zsa e 2
fostering literacy, dialogue and conflict resolution though playwriting in iruitgr : | %
schools. The organization originated as the condition for her education. As a

return and do something for the community. She held up her end of the bargai~
YR GKS | 2dzy3 tthegNAIKGQa ¢KSHGNg ustatonbyBeldsRamiez & 5
half-million-dollar organizatiorand teaches the art of playwriting to 800 local students a year.
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Today, Karen is a mother of three and a full time playwright. She is the winner of numerous awards for
KSNJI g NRUGAY3T AyOf dzRAY3I GKS mbddy 5 b/ dinaidt &t théBugene! 61 NR T
hQbSAtf blraA2ylf tflFI@gNARIKGAQ /2yFSNBYyOS FyR GKS Wi
Her works includeThe Sins of Sor JuaiMdagical PifataLegacy of LighFerdinand the BullandHow the Garcia
Girls Lost thir Accents

Merengue music

Merengue is a popular musical style and dance in the Dominic
wSLJdzo t A Od ¢CKS YdzaA O 2NAIAYI (SR
of Spanish descent. The music was popularized by Trujillo and made
leap to the Uniéd States with Dominican immigrants. In fact, it was
through merengue that Truijillo first reached out to the masses. He
understood the importance of rural aesthetic forms as symbols of
national identity. He conducted voter outreach by touring with papul
merengue artists through rural areas. Trherengueros sang of his
virtues and derided his opponents granting him access to large crowd:
the rural poor and interacting with them on a visceral level. Merengue
became the national music and dance sfigethe Dominican Republic — .
during his time as president. When in power he continued to use merengue as a formTupto
propaganda and his brother was put in charge of the largest radio station in Dominican Republic. Petan Truijillo
enjoyed live maic and was able tplacelimits onthe recording industry on the island, a frustration that forced
the emigration of many merengue groups to Puerto Rico and New Bykestricting the islands recorded
output Petan Truijilleffectively spread the genr® an international audience. In the pes$tuijillo period, due to
trends such agapid urbanization and migratigmerengue became faster and more technically demanding.
The changes and rapid growth of the period catalyaecklerateddevelopment in music Merengue became a
more developed art from, incorporating new instruments and requiring greater skill from its artists.

Ly GKS mMpcnQaz AydiSNBald Ay YSNBy3AdzS SFFSOGAQSTE e
Dominican communities around the Wed States. Immigrant populations, feeling the forces of assimilation and
the disintegration of a strong cultural identity used merengue to cement themselves as Dominicans. As a
nostalgic and ethnic reminder of who they are and where they come from, mgeies continued to grow despite
Americanization of subsequent generations. By using merengue as a cultural link successive generations of
Dominicans maintain strong ties to the island with constant reminders of their homeland.

How does dance allow the preservation of cultural identity?

Oscar de la Renta
Oscar de la Renta was the first Latin American designer adagtadnember othe international
fashion industry. He is one of the most famous Dominicans in the wblédiirst gained attention for kigypsy
and Russiah Y a LA NBR 02ttt SOiA2ya Ay GKS tFGS mdcna FyR SN
sophistication that would characterize his creative output over the following decades. Consistent elements of his
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vision include a vibrant colouagette, delicate silk prints, the use nfffles, and soft
silhouettes. He is perhaps best known for his evening wear and suits for women,
which over the years became wardrobe stpfor his faithful clientele afocialites
and for former First Ladielacqueline Kennedy Onasdisincy ReagarandHillary
Clinton

Oscar de la Renta dances with a yo
actress wearing one of his creations

Resources

http://www.jlhs.nhusd.k12.ca.us/classes/social_science/Latin_America/Diman_Republic.htniThe Militarization of
Culture in the Dominican Republic, from the Captains General to General Tyjiflalentina Peguero
http://books.google.com/books
http://mww.workmall.com/wfb2001/dominican_republic/dominican_republic_history thera_of_truijillo.html
Modern Tyrantdy Daniel Chirot

http://books.google.com/books

Pdf Cuban and Other Hispanic Immigration (pg. 11)
http://www.salsasmerengue.co.uk/revealit/histmer/part4.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLBhKMJNrmk
http://www.hispaniola.com/dominican_republic/info/history.php

http://www.juliaalvarez.com/about/

How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents
March 26- April 17, 2010
Thursdays at 7:30pm, Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm, Sunday matinees at 2pm
at
Milagro Theatre
525 SE Stark St., Portland, OR 97214
Tickets are $20-$22
$16 for students, seniors; $15 per person for group of 15 or more
For Group sales, please contact Tim Krause, Marketing Director. 503-236-7253 ext. 113
Tickets may be purchased at www.milagro.org or by calling 503-236-7253
Or at the PDX Ticket Network box office at the Hollywood Theatre, 1-9pm daily

Post-play discussion with the actors on Sunday, March 28", following the performance.

The Northwest's premier Latino
arts and culture organization
425 SE 6th Avenue
Portland OR 97214
503-236-7253
www.milagro.org

The Miracle Theatre Group has been dedicated to bringing the vibrancy of Latino theatre to the
Northwest community and beyond since 1985. In addition to its national tours, Miracle provides a home
for Latino arts and culture at El Centro Milagro, where it enriches the local community with a variety of

community outreach projects and educational programs designed to share the diversity of Latino
culture. For more information about the Miracle, visit www.milagro.org or call 503-236-7253.
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http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/428919/Jacqueline-Kennedy-Onassis
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/492878/Nancy-Reagan
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/121809/Hillary-Rodham-Clinton
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/121809/Hillary-Rodham-Clinton
http://www.jlhs.nhusd.k12.ca.us/classes/social_science/Latin_America/Dominican_Republic.html
http://www.milagro.org/

